《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Joshua》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE BOOK OF JOSHUA.
This book contains the passage of the Israelites through Jordan; the renewal of their covenant at Gilgal; the conquest and partition of the country by Joshua. It marks the faithfulness of God to his promises made to Abraham, and his seed: and it marks not less the faithfulness of God to his threatenings in the excision of the seven devoted nations. It delineates the religious, the military, and political character of Joshua as a model for christian princes, and men invested with command. Having written the covenant in a book, Joshua 24:26, there can be no doubt but he wrote his own history, leaving the last chapter to be finished by another person; as was the case with the last chapter of Deuteronomy. It must have been written by Joshua himself, because he says, Joshua 5. l, “until we passed over Jordan.” The body of the history comprises a period of seventeen years. But to the death of Eleazar, it was about twenty seven years. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-18
Joshua 1:1. The Lord spake to Joshua. Messiah, the Angel of the covenant, called him anew, and encouraged him to enter on the conquest of the promised land. All gentile mythology is built on this foundation, that “God at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.” Hebrews 1:1.

Joshua 1:2. Arise, and go over Jordan. Christian, be alive like Joshua, whenever the Lord shall address this word to you.

Joshua 1:4. Lebanon. לבן Liban, white. This mountain being nine thousand feet high was covered with snow nine months in the year. The southern point of the promised land was the small river Sichor, about fifty miles south-west of Gaza; the eastern boundary was the range of mount Gilead. Numbers 34:2. Deuteronomy 1:7. Joshua 3:15. The northern was the entering of Hamath in the pass of Lebanon.

Joshua 1:6. Be strong. Christian princes, on their ascension to the throne, should always be addressed in this manner by some venerable minister, with regard to their duties to God and their country. Sovereigns in their high duties need divine counsel, and the best of ministers.

Joshua 1:11. Prepare you victuals, of the spoils already gathered from the conquered countries. The manna required preparation when kept. Besides, the land of Bashan abounded with cattle and corn.

REFLECTIONS.
We have just seen Israel mourning for Moses, which was highly proper from natural affection, and the consideration of all the great things which God had done for the people by his ministry. The grand pillar of Israel was taken away, but the church still stood, for God was her rock and her support. Joshua succeeded in all the duties of Moses, and in the accomplishment of all the divine pleasure.

The Lord was graciously pleased to qualify him for government and command. He instructed him in his duty, and inspired him with courage by exhortations adequate to the conquest, and with wisdom requisite for the government of the people. No prince, no minister can acquit himself in the duties of his high station, without the guidance and care of providence. Man elevated to power, and embarrassed with a multitude of objects, is not always able distinctly to trace his duty. He is limited in his foresight, and all beyond is vague conjecture. He infers the future from the past, but providence, fertile in resources, takes unexpected turns, leaving speculation far behind. Hence the rulers of nations, though they watch appearances, and act according to the most recent changes of affairs, need nevertheless in all things, direction from Him to whom futurity is without a veil. A single false step may involve themselves and their country in misery or ruin. Hence the divine counsel and blessing should more especially be sought for commandants and kings, when they enter on the important duties of their station.

The diligence of Joshua in public affairs, the wisdom and accuracy of his arrangements, the precision of his orders, and the boldness with which he executed all his designs, soon convinced the Israelites that the Lord had graciously filled the place of Moses with a qualified prince. How great a blessing is the gift of such a magistrate to a nation! He applies himself to the public weal, he rules his affairs with discretion, and is the best gift of God to his country.

The people congratulated Joshua on his accession to the offices of supreme judge, and captain-general of all Israel. They revered him as God’s vicegerent; they avowed allegiance to him as formerly unto Moses, denouncing death, at the same time, against the man or the faction who should dare to oppose his power. The hands of a sovereign and his ministers, engaged in the great act of defending their country, should not be fettered with faction, but supported by the prayers and congratulations of the whole state. This is pleasing to God, who has appointed civil government for the paternal protection and defence of all the people.

Jesus Christ, who like Joshua, has undertaken to heal the breaches of a broken law, to vanquish our foes, and give the promised inheritance to a victorious people, should in like manner receive the homage and congratulations of all the earth. “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish quickly when his wrath is but a little kindled.” He is wicked who delays allegiance; and he shall surely die who opposes the Lord’s anointed. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-24
Joshua 2:1. Sent out two spies. Many read, “Joshua had sent out.” Being a wary general he would lose no time in gaining every kind of information.— A harlot’s house, named Rahab. The word is rendered hostess, or landlady, as well as harlot. She got her bread by keeping a sort of inn. Her subsequent marriage and issue, in the line of David, indicate that she was no prostitute. But the Greek and Latin fathers all use the term harlot. Josephus follows the LXX in reading, γυναικος πορνης, which must here be understood as landlady rather than harlot.

Joshua 2:5. Whether the men went I wot [or know] not. Her motives were pure, but her words were not true. So it was with Abraham before Abimelech. The Holy Ghost having recorded the reproof which Abimelech gave Sarah, we ought not to defend the practice. Genesis 20:9. And if lying be reprehensible for the safety of life, how wicked must it be to lie in the common affairs of business and conversation.

Joshua 2:12. Swear unto me by the Lord. This was the ancient way of making covenants; and such covenants, whether relating to marriage or property, if holy and compatible with salvation, cannot be broken. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not, shall ascend into the hill of the Lord. Psalms 15:5.

Joshua 2:15. Window. The ancient houses in western Asia had a gloomy appearance; their construction exhibited the fears of the people. The windows were high, and many of them not larger than a loop-hole through which a man might pass. The scarlet thread seems to have been hanks of yarn which she was accustomed to spin and weave.

Joshua 2:24. The Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land. Those spies were believers; the ten spies forty years before were unbelievers, and perished in their sins; but these by faith obtained safety and salvation.

REFLECTIONS.
The Lord had encouraged Joshua by many gracious promises of his presence and support; but this did not supersede the use of means. Therefore he sent two men to acquaint himself with the road, and with Jericho, the object of their first attack. When we seek the aids of providence, and neglect the means, we do but tempt the Lord.

The spies entering on their arduous mission, after surveying the country, ventured within the city, but with so many fears that they stopped at the first paltry inn on the wall; and not without being perceived, and traced to Rahab’s house. It was now that this admirable woman learned the character and business of the strangers. Following the impulse of the moment, having heard the fame of Israel’s God, she concealed them in the flax, at the risk of her own life, and then excused herself to the guards. What an act of faith; and what an example of virtue combined with prudence.

After this noble act of faith which had sprung up in a moment from the bottom of her heart; faith that exceeds all the army of Israel; she ascended to acquaint the trembling strangers of all that she had done. She apprized them also with the motives of her singular conduct; for she had heard how the Lord had opened the channels of the Red sea, wide as the wilderness, to give his people a passage, and had caused the waters to return on the presuming Egyptians, long hardened by a course of miracles. She had heard how Sihon and Og had fallen before them, and because of which her whole land fainted with fear. She apprized them farther, that seriously believing the Lord would give them the land, she had risked her own life for their safety. She then stipulated, that they in return should save her life, and the lives of all her kindred; nor would she be satisfied with less than an oath of the Lord for their safety.—Here sinners, here is faith in a poor gentile. Here is grace which shames and confounds the supineness of the christian world: here is a glorious example for the wicked to follow. Our God through a long succession of ages has cut off the men who despised his miracles and grace; and he is proceeding with his work. Do you believe the visitation of his rod? Do you believe that conversion or destruction speedily awaits the unregenerate world? Do your souls, like the Canaanites, faint with fear? Then haste to day, haste while you have opportunity. This was Rahab’s only opportunity; haste to the Lord’s ministers, and never rest till they shall find your repentance so sincere as to give you with safety promises of pardon and peace; promises which Jesus Christ, like Joshua, shall ratify and confirm. Nor be content, oh man, with thy own salvation; but make intercession that thy whole household may be included in the covenant of peace. The safety of Rahab and her house was connected with conformity to the covenant signs. The scarlet chain of linen must be hung in the window for a sign of respect to the house, and the whole family must abide in the house till the carnage and vengeance were overpast. Thus the believer and his household must abide protected with the blood of the cross, and sheltered in society with the saints. “If any of Rahab’s brethren,” says bishop Hall, “shall fly from the red flag, and rove about the city, not contented with the roof that hid the spies, it is in vain to tell the avengers he is Rahab’s brother. That affinity will save him in the house; not in the streets. If we will wander beyond the line of demarcation, we place ourselves out of divine protection. We cannot claim the benefits of redemption when we fly in the byways of our own heart. The church is that house of Rahab, saved while all Jericho is put to the sword.”

Lastly, we see in Rahab’s case the truth of our Saviour’s prediction: Whosoever will save his life shall lose it, but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. May our faith hereby be greatly strengthened; and acting henceforth ingenuously for God, we may not be afraid of any evil. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-17
Joshua 3:5. Sanctify yourselves, by washings and purifications. The Persians, when commissioned to march against Babylon, are called God’s sanctified ones; for the ministers of his vengeance are holy. Isaiah 13:3.

Joshua 3:13. The waters of Jordan. The river near the place where the Israelites passed was a rapid stream; its depth is from five to six feet, and its breadth about twenty yards. But by overflowing its banks it has worked an outward bank at the distance of two hundred and twenty yards from the channel. This overflowing is occasioned by the melting of the snow of the northern mountains. The Euphrates overflows at the same time, and from the same cause.

Joshua 3:16. The waters were stopped at the city of Adam by the Angel of the covenant. The ark proceeded about half a mile at the head of the Israelites, unawed by the Jordan and the hostile nations. The ark is still able to defend itself against the waters of death, and all the enemies of the church. The people kept at this respectful distance because of the majesty of God.

REFLECTIONS.
No sooner had the spies arrived than all the hopes of Israel revived. Joshua rose up early next morning, and received a series of the most encouraging promises from the mercyseat. He therefore hastened the people to the bank of the Jordan, that they might repose awhile in sight of the promised land. The Canaanites, confident of security from the overflowing of the river, seem to have made no immediate preparations to oppose their passage. Great stupors often seize the wicked in the hour of death.

On approaching the river they were directed to follow the ark, and at the usual respectful distance of a thousand paces; for God abode with the ark of his strength. Of the cloud we hear no more. It had been given for a guide by day, and a cheering flame by night. It had led them in a winding peaceful path, and led them to the promised inheritance. Even so now, the cloud of providence and grace is often pleased to lead the saints in a humble retired path, that they may get the more quietly through the desert into the heavenly rest. Let us therefore simply follow the ark, or letter of the covenant, and it will lead us also to his holy place. The people for three days, as when the law was given on Sinai, were required to purify themselves and calmly wait the Lord’s pleasure. Wise and salutary advice. Do we in like manner approach the Jordan; do many of us already stand on the brink? Let us put away all defilements of body and mind; let us purify the soul by devotion, and raise it to God by constant acts of faith and love. It is serious and great to die; and they are the most prepared who live with death and heaven constantly in view.

But how shall we cross the river? Alas, we have neither bridge nor boats; what shall we do. These were Israel’s fears; these were difficulties they could not solve. It is often the same with timorous saints. To us also Jordan seems to overflow his banks. Death seems preseded by all awful train of afflictions, of fears, of doubts and temptations. Meanwhile where is our faith? Has not God said, When thou passest through the water, the floods shall not drown thee? Let us then be confident in Jeshurun’s God. He has said to the fearful, by his servant, Stand still and see the salvation of God.

And what did he do for his people, when human means were inadequate? The moment Eleazar’s feet were dipped in the river, the waters were afraid. Knowing the presence of their God, they fled back far as the city of Adam; and those below, trembling with fear, were drained away, leaving an open channel to the sea of Sodom. Israel now saw the hand of God as they had seen it forty years before at the Red sea. What a glorious sight to behold a whole nation at once walk dryshod over the channel, not fearing, but rejoicing to put their hallowed feet on the inheritance covenanted to their fathers. The whitening of the barley harvest, with all the charms of nature, made them welcome; while the enemy saw it, and fainted with fear. And now, oh my soul, look at the wonders of the Lord, and dismiss thy fears. Jesus, thy great Highpriest dipping his feet in the cold waters of Calvary, hath made the grave afraid. He hath rolled away the stone, and put on life and immortality as a garment. He holds the waters of affliction and death in his hand to give passage to his people, that crossing the Jordan they may die no more. Contemplating Jesus in the triumphs of his death, and the glory of his resurrection, the terrors of dying are vanished away, while all heaven, with a smiling aspect, says, come timid soul, cross the vale, there are no waters here. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-24
Joshua 4:2. Take you twelve men; out of every tribe a man of great strength to be the witnesses in their respective tribes, while the twelve stones spake with silent voice on the western shore of the Jordan. Oh glorious miracle, leaving unbelief without excuse.

Joshua 4:9. Joshua set up twelve stones. Most critics contend, that these were huge stones placed on one side the bed of the river, but within the flood- banks, to mark the identical spot where the ark rested. They stood within the boundaries of the camp in Gilgal, as is recorded Joshua 4:20; consequently they remained there at the day he transcribed, towards the close of life, a fair copy of his wars and administration.

Joshua 4:13. Forty thousand. The Reubenites were 43,700; the Gadites 40,500; the half of Manasseh 26,350; total 110,550: yet 40,000 were thought sufficient.

Joshua 4:19. The tenth day of the first month; that is, Abib, or about the twenty fifth of April, according to the table. Exodus 12. This was the year in the Julian period, 3263.—The tabernacle, and part of the host pitched that night in Gilgal, two miles from Jericho.

Joshua 4:22. Let your children know. Fathers should recommend religion to their children by telling them how the Lord once raised them up from poverty to riches, from ignorance to knowledge, from sin to holiness, to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

REFLECTIONS.
The dividing of the Jordan, and at the moment when the river overflowed its banks, was a most signal monument of the divine favour to Israel. In one moment it removed all their fears, and filled them with transports of joy. They were all ready to leap into the bed of the river, but dared not to move till the signal was given by their leader. So Israel had now learned to obey, and to do all things in decency and order.

This most signal monument of the divine favour must be perpetuated by a pillar of twelve stones, erected in Gilgal for the instruction of future generations. And if all nations raised trophies, pillars, arches, and temples, in memory of victories and illustrious deeds, the erection of the rude pillar in Gilgal was not only congenial to the sentiments of national glory, but sacred as a religious memorial. This is a strong argument for the truth of all that Moses had said of the ages before he wrote; for oral tradition from the beginning corresponded with the monuments of antiquity, with which Moses had the best opportunities of being acquainted. Hence we learn that the sacred writings, containing the ancient works of God, should often be read by our children, that they may become largely acquainted with the power and glory of the Most High. For the same purpose baptism and the Lord’s supper have been instituted, that having the covenant seals always before our eyes, we might never forget the grace and glories of our redemption.

The ark of the covenant was the first in the brink of the river, and the last in ascending from the depth of its channel. The Lord’s presence went in front of his people, and was a rereward after them for safety and defence. So he has ever done to the christian church. The good shepherd has gone before his flock to lead it, and to encounter danger. Having died on Calvary he rose again, the firstfruits of them that slept; and he is our forerunner into the heavens. In his divine presence he still stays with his afflicted people in all the waters and troubles of life, which fly back, like Jordan, at his approach: nor will he remove his presence till all the saints, forgetting the toils of the desert, and trampling on death, shall ascend to meet him in the air. Truly he is faithful, keeping covenant and promise unto all generations. May our hearts never be so base as to distrust his power and love.

Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh by asking their lot on the left bank of the river had excited the jealousy of their brethren, and even of Moses; but by sending to the conquest as many of their chosen men as were asked, they fulfilled their engagements, and set a fine example of fidelity to their country, and to future generations. Nothing is more pleasing to God, or more happy in contributing to the peace of men and nations, than fidelity to engagements; and on the contrary, breach of covenant has ever been attended with the worst of consequences.

Joshua, we lastly find, looked by faith beyond the glories and joys of the present day. He assured the people that the waters of Jordan were not dried up merely to give them a passage; but also for the conversion of the people in most distant parts of the earth. He seemed to behold the glorious high throne of God in Israel, and proselytes and worshippers coming from all places with gifts and offerings to the Lord, having heard of his fame and glorious works. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-15
Joshua 5:1. The Amorites on the side of Jordan westward. This agrees with Numbers 13:29. The Amorites dwell in the mountains.

Joshua 5:2. Make thee sharp knives. Whet them, if of steel; but often they struck off flints, whose edges are very sharp. Infants were healed in three days, but great soreness followed with men; they could not walk, as in Joshua 5:8. The place was afterwards called Gilgal; that is, rolling away of reproach. See more on Genesis 17:12.

Joshua 5:12. The manna ceased. They found old corn, and a barley harvest just ripe. Whenever ordinary means will do, they are preferred to the extraordinary.

Joshua 5:13. Behold there stood a man. Michael, say the Jews, and others after them. Daniel 10:13. But the putting off of Joshua’s shoes demonstrates the presence of Him who appeared to Moses. Exodus 3:5. Homer represents Juno as appearing in this form. This vision was opportunely given, when Joshua was awed by the walls and towers of Jericho. Joshua worshipped him, as the Christ whom Moses had seen at the bush.

Joshua 5:15. Loose thy shoe from off thy foot. The patriarchs approached the altars of God, and the priests officiated in the temple, barefoot, because the divine presence hallowed the place.

REFLECTIONS.
When the spies had returned to Kadesh forty years before, they made Israel faint with fear concerning the number and strength of the seven nations. Now, in turn, those nations faint because of the glory and strength of Israel’s God. The fears of Israel had arisen solely from their unbelief; but the fears of those nations were founded on conscious guilt, and on the uplifted arm of God’s avenging power. In the Canaanites we see the situation of all wicked men when their day is come; and in the Israelites, from the ease with which they conquered, we see that all our spiritual enemies are in reality but as mountains of vapour and smoke. When we set the Lord before us we have almost conquered ere we begin the fight. A sight of his glory changes all the charms of sin into the horrors of corruption. Before Joshua entered on the conquest the males born in the desert must be circumcised, for that ritual, the seal of their covenant, had been neglected, because they knew not when the cloud would rise. And being now not very far from Shechem, they could not forget the sin of Simeon and Levi, who treacherously smote the city, in like circumstances, while the men were sore. What a mercy that God did not retaliate, and that the sin was pardoned after repentance and perpetual abhorrence. Worldly prudence would blame Joshua for circumcising his army in a hostile land; but God had promised to defend the people during the festivals, as he really did at Mizpeh; and believing the Lord’s promise, safety surrounded them on every side. When was man a sufferer, putting the whole of life together, by serving the Lord?

The people must next proceed to renew their covenant, as Moses had commanded, Deuteronomy 27.; and to celebrate the passover before they dared to assault the enemy. The man who expects the divine blessing to crown his works must go forth in full covenant with God. The duties and the promises of religion are everywhere connected, and he who neglects the former cannot claim the latter.

We have before noticed, that the pillary cloud is not mentioned when the people were directed to follow the ark: in like manner the manna also ceased, when the people began to eat of the old corn of the land. We may therefore assuredly gather, that the Lord will never leave nor forsake his people while travelling in the desert land. He will feed them in all his ordinances, and guide them by his light of truth and grace. We may also infer, that we should be diligent in the use of means, as Israel was in gathering their daily food to the end of their journey: and in all things be obedient to his will.

The Lord having repeatedly encouraged Joshua by oracles from the mercyseat, as is understood, next proceeds to favour him, as he had done the holy patriarchs, with a sanctifying discovery of his angelic presence; for holy men were gradually exalted in the scale of revelations. He saw a most magnificent personage right before him, in all the terror of military array. He approached with conscious awe; and, on knowing who he was, he prostrated and adored his father’s God. Christ is still the captain of his militant host. He walketh in the midst of the churches, and out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword with two edges. Let us therefore dismiss our fears. If God be for us, who can be against us? 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-27
Joshua 6:4. Seven trumpets of rams’ horns. Josephus uses this term, “rams’ horns:” but in most versions it is holy trumpets, or trumpets used in the Jubilee, as seems to be implied by the Hebrew word Jobel.
Joshua 6:10. Ye shall not shout. Men are apt to shout in war, and animals raise their cries when they fight.

Joshua 6:21. They utterly destroyed—young and old. Moses commanded them in future wars to spare the women and the little ones, when storming a city. Deuteronomy 20:14. But the Lord, the arbiter of life and death, had commanded these to be destroyed, and all the Canaanites to be utterly driven out. What can we say, when the last hour of vengeance is come? “Happy shall he be,” oh bloody Babylon, “that dasheth thy children against the wall.” Psalms 137:9. Oh when shall crimes and wars subside!

Joshua 6:26. Cursed be the man that buildeth Jericho. During the wicked reign of Ahab, Hiel the Bethelite, presumptuously built this city. No sooner had he laid the foundation, than Abiram his firstborn died; and no sooner had he begun to set up the gates, than Segub his youngest son gave up the ghost. It was awful to Hiel, as well as to Achan, to meddle with the accursed thing. See on Genesis 9:25. God has often punished crimes against the church by the privation of children. Two hundred years have now elapsed since any king of France was succeeded by a son! Heaven will not forgive the massacre of the protestants.

REFLECTIONS.
Since the fall of man sin has always been pursued with a curse. In the mysterious economy of providence, death is the ultimate consequence of crime. Jericho, hardened in impiety and wickedness to the last degree, was now made a fearful example of God’s miraculous and avenging power. They and their neighbours might long deride the laws and power of the Most High; but the dark cloud which rose in Egypt, and hovered forty years in the desert, burst at last in vengeance on their heads.

How was this done? What was the fearful expectation of the wicked? They expected to see a ditch dug around their walls, and lofty engines brought against their towers, and followed by all the horrors of a tremendous siege. Yet they saw nothing but a vast army silently walking round the city, somewhat awkward and irregular in their march. They heard nothing except the harmless sound of shepherds’ horns. Emboldened by the singular sight for six days, they began, it is presumed, to mock at the Hebrew mode of conducting a siege. Who can count the curses they uttered against the Hebrews, and against their God. Ah, so do riches, voluptuous habits and infidel principles lull to sleep a wicked age, till they deride all the slow but sure approaches of death.

By the sounding of the rams’ horns we learn farther, that God is often pleased to inflict his judgments and to scatter his blessings by means contemptible in the eyes of men. The apostles had the gospel treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power might be of God. How often is a plain, simple servant of God blessed in his prayers and ministry, while the learned and the eloquent produce no effects with their word. The more a man lives and walks in the Spirit, the more will God speak in him and by him. While a worm endeavours to abase himself in the eyes of God, he is magnified by the same God in the eyes of the people.

On the seventh day, when the faith of the Israelites had been fully tried, and when a space had been granted to the citizens if any of them improved it, to seek mercy for their souls at least, the priests blew with the trumpets, and the people gave a shout, and the walls of the city were thrown prostrate on the ground. Then Israel entered at every point, slaying the whole multitude, who by reason of guilt and fear were unable to make resistance. Does human nature account this severe? At another day it might have been cruelty: but now the glory of justice must be equal to the glory of mercy. Human pity is mere weakness in the last hour of God’s tremendous judgments: and while they are approaching, the sinful world continue to deride the sound of the rams’ horns. Let them deride: the time is short: the ministers of vengeance shall raise a shout against the enemies of righteousness, and in one sad day, like the fall of Jericho, the reward of their own works shall descend upon them.

Amid the dreadful carnage the house of Rahab, in which were gathered all her kindred, was secured by the sign of the scarlet thread, and by the presence of the two Israelites. So in all the days of visitation the Lord knoweth them that are his, having his mark in their foreheads; and the angels of his presence, faithful to their duty, as the spies to their promise, shall surround their persons and defend them from danger. Oh Lord, make us in those evil times thy covenant people, and cover us with the shadow of thy wings. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-26
Joshua 7:1. The children of Israel committed a trespass; that is, Achan and his children, who concealed their father’s sin, by hiding the accursed plunder in their tent. The sin of one man is here attributed to all the people of Israel; as the sin of one member vitiates and shames the whole body.

Joshua 7:2. From Jericho to Ai; called Hai, Genesis 12:8; and Aija, Nehemiah 11:31. This town lay nine miles west of Jericho on a hill, and fell to the lot of Benjamin. There was another town of that name among the Ammonites. Jeremiah 49:3.

Joshua 7:9. What wilt thou do unto thy great name? When the church comes to extremities, God’s honour comes to extremities: his great name is closely connected with that of his family.

Joshua 7:14. The tribe which the Lord taketh, as was the case when Saul was elected king. Our critics say, by lot; the text says, the Lord took the man. This was probably by the judgment of the Urim; a cloud of obscuration passed on the brilliant stones when the name was called. Be that as it might, the Lord will surely take the guilty in the day of scrutiny.

Joshua 7:24. His sons and his daughters. These by concealment became partakers of their father’s sin; and as in Korah’s case, were involved in his punishment.

Joshua 7:25. Why hast thou troubled us? Alluding to Achan’s name, as well as to his sin; and sin is the cause of all trouble.—And burned them with fire. This also is a gentile punishment. See on Exodus 22:18.

Joshua 7:26. They raised over him a great heap of stones. Tumuli of earth or of stones were raised by all the ancients on great occasions, as on Absalom. 1 Kings 18:17. Our Downs are full of burrows by Romans, Danes, and Saxons. The Romans are distinguished by urns and coins, and the Saxons by armour.

REFLECTIONS.
Jericho being the strongest city in all the vicinity, and excelling the other cities in wickedness, the Lord had peculiarly charged himself with its punishment, as a devoted place. The gold, silver, and brass, after being purified with fire, he had appropriated to his service. The first spoil the Lord claimed on the same principle as he had claimed the firstborn, and the firstfruits. The inhabitants he had devoted to the sword, and their houses to the flames. The whole city was therefore the Lord’s, not only by a divine claim, but because he had by an omnipotent arm thrown down the walls.

From the tragic case of Achan we may learn, that all sin is, in God’s account, an accursed thing. The anathema of the Lord is denounced against every violation of his holy law, Galatians 3:10; against all unbelievers, Mark 16:16; and against all who love not the Lord Jesus, 1 Corinthians 16:22.

One predominant sin often proves the ruin of men and of nations. Luxury and dissipation are frequently the ruin of our youth; a habit of saving in commercial people, not unfrequently becomes a confirmed covetousness in old age. This was Achan’s sin. He entered the house of a prince; and after inflicting death on the family he saw in a secret place a splendid robe decorated with gold; he saw the silver and gold lying contiguous. At this sight the lusts of his heart, which he had neglected to mortify, gained the ascendency over him. This money, he said, will elevate me above my contemporaries; this robe will distinguish me above the families of Israel. I have children; old age will come, and I ought to consult the good of my family. Conscience would reply, touch it not; the God who divided the Jordan, and threw down the strong walls of Jericho, has pronounced it accursed; this transgression and sacrilege will bring all the sins of the devoted city on thee and thy house. True, he replied, but the Lord is merciful. I may repent in future; and I will make a good use of the treasure. Passion, which had already overpowered his understanding, next overpowered his conscience. So he put the money in his pouch; and casting away his own upper garment, folded up the robe in its place cautiously covered. What could human prudence do more? He enjoyed his guilty triumph of secresy and success.

One man’s sins, however secret, may involve himself and his country in the dreadful visitations of God. Achan made his family parties in his crime; and the curse of Jericho being hereby transferred to them, the whole family perished. This was the first sin after the passover at Gilgal; and God, as in many places of scripture, has peculiarly punished the first gross offences after the renewal of a covenant. Israel, all elevated with the triumph, went up to Ai, but fainted on seeing the arms of the enemy and fled. So Samson, after violating his vows, was weak as another man. The reason of all this was, because Israel was one body, and shared in common the benefits of one covenant: therefore God thought proper to suspend the course of his blessings, that his people might be searched and sanctified: how instructive is this history to the christian church! If religion fall into decay in any place, when according to the promises it ought to flourish, a scrutiny should be made into the cause. Do the ministers and the people live in the spirit of holiness and love; for the loss of love will make any community droop? Is the public ministry faithfully enforced? Are the children and the young people properly instructed? Is there a sacred line of distinction drawn between the communicants and the corruptions of the world? Does no one live in the habits of adultery, fornication, drunkenness, malice, or fraud?

Are all family duties discharged, and the public worship respectfully attended? For all wilful and habitual sins will cause the Lord to suspend the glory of his presence, and restrain the course of his blessings. He will not be present with his people while Achan covers his crimes.

Ministers and magistrates, like Joshua and the elders, should weep and mourn when secret offences chill the spirit of religion; and when the crimes of our country retard its prosperity, and load it with calamities. Oh it was a fine spirit to see all Israel prostrate before the Lord in the day of humiliation.

God will soon discover all the secret sins of men, and bring the offenders to punishment. Achan little thought of the trouble he was bringing on his family and nation. Dazzled with ideas of opulence and splendour, he had no idea that the lot would soon find him out. Ah, and shall men for a fortune, a name, a villa, a carriage, indulge in habitual fraud. He who oppresses the labourer, or withholds a part of his treasure from religious and charitable uses, like Achan, defrauds his God. Wealth not justly acquired will prove to him and his house an accursed thing; and the Lord, far sooner than he expects, will take him by name and reveal his punishment.

Mark next the effects of Achan’s sin. He concealed it, he dissembled, and did not make an ingenuous confession till death stared him in the face. Thus it is with wicked men. Oh, what it costs them to say, I have sinned. His confession nevertheless gave glory to the holiness and omniscience of God, who will by no means clear the guilty. It partially relieved the wounds of his conscience by a copious discharge; and it was all the fruits of repentance which circumstances allowed. Offenders should always be exhorted to give glory to God, and to take the shame to themselves.

From Joshua and the elders we learn how the ministers of religion should purge the church of those who work folly in Israel, leaving them with God to grant them repentance, or farther punishment, as he shall judge in his holy counsel. In many cases a man makes his family a party in his crimes, for guilt seems to contaminate all eyes which behold it destitute of tears. May the sin of this man, so dreadful to himself and instructive to the world, warn us not to leave one wicked propensity unsubdued in the heart. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-35
Joshua 8:4. Ye shall lie in wait: la ruse du guerre. The craft of war is lawful, if war itself be lawful; and experience is often of more avail than strength.

Joshua 8:25. Twelve thousand. Here is proof of the truth of the report of the twelve spies, who said, “The people are more numerous than we.” The country was full of towns, and the towns full of people. The walls of the towns had greatly preserved them in their wars with one another.

Joshua 8:32. He wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law; that is, the blessings and curses of the law; which in future years were annually read by the levites with much pomp. See on Deuteronomy 27.

REFLECTIONS.
The camp being purified of Achan’s sin, “we see God,” says a late author, “ready to return to his people when they put away their sin. When that is removed, God returns graciously; he is disposed to renew the friendship and union, and then also we may expect to receive direction, encouragement, and assistance from him. This is encouraging to all who forsake their sins, and cultivate that godly sorrow for sin which worketh repentance that never needs to be repented of. The language of his grace under the law and gospel too is, Return unto me, and I will return unto thee.

We learn that amidst the greatest hurry of business, and the most agreeable scenes of life, the worship of God must not be neglected. Joshua and the people had great work before them; their enemies were intimidated, and we may be ready to think they should now have pushed forward. But they must take time to observe God’s laws; pay their thanks to him for what is past, and seek further success. Amidst all the joy the victory occasioned, God was to be revered, and his blessings and curses pronounced, read and regarded. The more we are hurried with the affairs of this life, the more need we have to call off our thoughts, by renewing our dedication to God, recognizing our solemn covenant, and attending to the words of his law. The more pleasant our circumstances are, and the greater prosperity we meet with, the more peculiar reason have we to acknowledge God, lest prosperity should prove a snare. Persons of every rank, sex, and station, should join in worshipping God, and attending on the instructions of his word. The elders, officers, and judges of Israel, were all to come to hear the word of God’s law, and attend to the sacrifices. The poor stranger also is to join himself to the Lord. The women and children were to attend these sacrifices and religious instructions. The greatest of men are not to think themselves above religious duties, not for their own sakes only, but that their example may influence others, and engage them to the service of God. Heads of families should bring their wives and little ones to public ordinances, and make it their resolution that they and their household shall serve the Lord. Remember that religion is the concern of every man; that fearing God, and keeping his commandments, is the way to all prosperity in both worlds.” 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-27
Joshua 9:1-2. All the kings—to fight with Joshua. They realized the ancient proverb, Quem Deus vult perdere, primum dementat. He whom God destroys is first mad.

Joshua 9:4. Wine bottles, old and rent, and bound up. Bruce, our Abyssinian traveller, calls these girbashes. They are made of strong leather, and so sewed as not to ooze. Glass was not discovered till fifty years before the christian era.—With regard to the moral character of this mission, the remark of our Saviour applies pertinently: “The children of this world are wiser in their generation than the children of light.”

Joshua 9:14. Asked not counsel at the mouth of the Lord. It was an ancient maxim of heathen priests, that nothing of importance was to be undertaken without consulting the gods. Joshua, in the throng of war, had omitted it in this case.

Joshua 9:17. Gibeon, and the three dependent cities seem to have been under one wise king. Gibeon was but a stage west-south-west of Jerusalem.

Joshua 9:20. Let them live—because of the oath. They enjoyed their cities, but having deceived the Israelites, a proportion of them did the laborious service of the sanctuary. But the phrase, “hewers of wood,” designates a prohibition of bearing arms. Here is a laudable example to christians, and particularly so to christian courts, concerning the faith of treaties. Here also the papists are at issue among themselves. Some of the fathers, and after them Cardinal Cajetan, maintain that this covenant was binding on Joshua, because, as Calvin judiciously says, “it was made in the name of the Lord of the whole earth,” and he cites David’s words. Psalms 15:4. Against Calvin, Tirinus the Jesuit contends, that it was not binding, because it was obtained by imposture. The jesuit has in his eye the favourite doctrine of Rome, that no faith is to be kept with heretics! So Rome is Rome still.

REFLECTIONS.
From the artifice of the four cities which surprized Joshua and the elders of Israel into a league, we see that the Canaanites were not destroyed in total ignorance. They perfectly understood that God was with the Israelites; they also understood the extent of their commission, to destroy the seven nations only. They were fully persuaded that an oath of the Lord’s people would be inviolably observed, though it was given in ignorance, and even to a deceitful people. Surely it is not for the want of light that the wicked perish, but for want of fidelity to it.

Religion is often made use of as a pretence, where secular interest is only intended. The Gibeonites pretended great regard for God, and desired to join his people to become servants of him who had such power and wrought such miracles; but they only wanted to save their lives, and secure their possessions. This is too common a case. Men talk much of God and religion, to augment their secular interests: but God cannot be deceived, though men may. He desireth truth in the inward parts; and the hypocrisy of the heart is an abomination unto him.

Let us learn to avoid rash judgments. The Israelites hastily made a league, without consulting the Lord, which might easily have been done; and then they would have acted wisely and safely. Let us guard against too hasty a temper, especially in such solemn affairs as vows and engagements. Remembering Solomon’s advice, Be not rash with thy mouth, or hasty to utter any thing before God, in the way of vows or promises. Consult his word by diligent search, his providence by earnest prayer. Bishop Hall, and after him Mr. Henry, caution us from this story against taking up any sentiments rashly, because they have the appearance of antiquity. Many good men have done this, and been strangely obstinate: but errors are never the better for being patched and seemingly old. When persons judge of men or things rashly, it is a sign that they have not deliberated, nor duly weighed the evidence and reasons for them, nor consulted God. Let it teach us in all our ways to acknowledge him, and he will direct our paths.

Let us learn to reverence an oath, and to keep close to our solemn engagements. We ought to stand by our word, and be punctual to our bargain, though it should be to our loss. The Israelites did so, they observed their oath, and it was well they did; for the Lord punished the breach, as we find in 2 Samuel 21:1. There was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year, for Saul and his bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites. It is an undoubted maxim, that men lose more by making God their enemy, than they can possibly gain by any fraudulent methods. Therefore, let integrity and uprightness guide and preserve us; remembering it is the character of one that shall inhabit God’s holy hill, that he walketh uprightly, speaketh the truth in his heart; and though he sweareth to his own hurt, yet he changeth not. Psalms 15. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-43
Joshua 10:1. Adonizedek, lord of righteousness. Zedek was common in the names of the kings of Jerusalem, as Melchizedek.
Joshua 10:11. Great stones—hail stones, as in many versions. So is Psalms 68:14. “When the Almighty scattered kings, it was white as snow in Salmon.” The hail in Egypt destroyed men and cattle. Diodorus Siculus says, that “as the Persians were on their march to plunder the temple of Delphos, a violent storm of thunder and lightning fell on their camp, which killed a great number of the men.” Mr. Harmer mentions a Saracen army almost cut to pieces with sheets of hail.

Calmet contends, but without proof, that these were real stones which fell from heaven. It is a fact fully demonstrated, that ærolites or air-stones have fallen from the clouds, and in countless showers, in different ages. Some of those stones weigh a few ounces; others of various weights, from one to three hundred pounds. On the 13th of Dec. 1795, one fell in Major Topham’s park, at Wold Cottage, near Scarborough, which weighed fifty six pounds.

Those large ærolites have been analyzed by the ablest chemists, and found to contain in 100 parts, 50 silica (flint) and from 30 to 36 iron, about the same proportion as in the great rock of primitive iron ore at Taberg in Sweden. The other parts are one tenth magnesia, with small proportions of nickel and sulphur.

Therefore those ærolites are, without a doubt, real iron ores. Those I have inspected are radiated, and somewhat in appearance like the radiated pyrites found in the chalk. They must have been formed in the matrices of subterranean strata.—If so, how could they fall from the air?

It is recorded in our books of science, and in our encyclopedias, that in the year 1660, a mountain of South America burst with so terrible an explosion as to cover the whole country to the distance of sixty miles, with the detritus eight inches deep, and some fragments were propelled to the distance of ninety, and others of a hundred and thirty miles.

Now, as we cannot propel a cannon ball more than three miles, those fragments having attained a high elevation, must have met with little or no obstruction from the levity of the air in the higher regions. Why then might not those ærolites, and perhaps much aided by the electric fluid, have taken their flights to unaccountable distances? Their fall has often been accompanied with a hissing noise, and brilliant flashes of lightning; hence the name thunder-bolt stones.
Joshua 10:12. Sun, stand thou still. Consequently it was noon at Gibeon for the space of ten or twelve hours. The moon, as seen from the valley of Ajalon, about to set in the western sky, lingered to shroud herself below the horizon. The whole heavens delayed their course to see the victories of the Lord; or rather, the earth stopped her diurnal motion, to prolong the day for the Lord’s servant to avenge his quarrel. Kimchi gives us a Hebrew tradition, that the sun and moon stood still for thirty six hours. The battle being fought on the eve of the sabbath, Joshua, fearing lest the Hebrews might profane the sabbath, spread his hands abroad that the sun might stop his course on the sixth day, according to the measure of the sabbath.

Agamemnon seems to have known all this, when he rose in the council of the Grecian kings, and prayed, “Oh Jove, first in glory, Being supreme, high ruler of storms! Oh dweller of heaven, Jove, let not the sun go down, nor darkness shroud the silent world, till I shall throw down the proud towers of aged Priam, till with hostile fire I consume the gates of the devoted Troy. Edit. Macpherson.
Astronomy being one of the earliest studies of humankind, the double length of this day must very much have struck and alarmed the world. And as it happened but a few ages before the commencement of Grecian literature, tradition must have conveyed it to their poets and historians, who, in conformity to the taste of the age, dressed up all the traditions of antiquity in curious fables. Hence we find that Statius had heard of it, and supposed it to have happened about the time of the Theban war, when Atreus made an inhuman banquet of Thyestes’ children. Other writers imagined it to have been in the days of Phaeton, and Ovid has beautified the fable told of him, that he occasioned it, by having obtained leave to guide the chariot of the sun that day, which he was in nowise able to manage. Thus the heathen poets and mythologists dressed up and disfigured the hints which they found in ancient records. Atreus was father of Agamemnon, and lived but a generation before the Trojan war, and therefore the sun’s standing still in the days of Joshua could not have happened in his time; so that Statius, or any other writer from whom he took the hint, was not true in their chronology; but Phaeton lived much earlier. The sun stood still in the days of Joshua, in the year of the world 2554. Phaeton was then about twenty four years old; and thus the time of Phaeton’s life may synchronize with the year of the sun’s standing still in the days of Joshua. The fable told of him might have its first rise from a fact recorded to have happened in his youth, dressed up and diversified with the various fictions of succeeding mythologists, until it was brought up to what Ovid left it.

On recurring to the history of China, we there find historical facts relating to the subject before us. The very ancient records of the Chinese report, that in the reign of their emperor Yao, the sun did not set for the space of ten days, and they feared the world would be involved in a conflagration. Yao, according to Martin, was the seventh emperor of China, Fohi being the first: and as he computes, from the first year of Gohi’s reign to Yao’s, are three hundred and eighty seven years. Fohi reigned one hundred and fifteen years; after him Xin-num, one hundred and forty; Hoang-ti one hundred, Xaohaon eighty four, Chuen-hio seventy eight, Cou seventy, and next to him succeeded Yao. The first year of Fohi’s reign in China was in the year of the world 1891: count down from hence 587 years, and the first year of Yao will be the year of the world 2479. Yao reigned ninety years, in the year of the world 2560. The year in which the sun stood still in the days of Joshua, was in the year of the world 2554, in about the seventy fifth year of Yao’s reign. And thus what is recorded in the Chinese annals synchronizes to the fact related by Joshua. The Chinese records are said to report, that the sun did not set for ten days: but we suspect our European writers have not here exactly hit the meaning of the Chinese annals, and that the word they have translated days, may perhaps rather signify a space of time little more than one of our hours. If so, the sacred historian, and the Chinese annals agree minutely in their time of the duration of this miracle. In Herodotus we have a clear and undisputed testimony to the same effect. The priests of Egypt shewed him a record of a long day. See Isaiah 38.

Joshua 10:13. The book of Jasher. See on Numbers 21:14. 2 Samuel 1:18.

Joshua 10:40. So Joshua—left none remaining, for reasons assigned in the law. Leviticus 18:24-25. 

REFLECTIONS.
How glorious is the accession of so many heathen testimonies in this astonishing interposition of heaven, to avenge itself of the seven nations, whose iniquities were full. How glorious is the triumph of Israel over all their foes. And God still fights for his people: they also shall triumph, and put their feet on death the last enemy, as the Hebrew warriors trampled on the allied kings. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-23
Joshua 11:1. Hazor, then the metropolis of a powerful kingdom, Jeremiah 49:28, is situate on Lake Merom, forty miles north of the sea of Galilee. Jabin with all the allies, 300,000 infantry, and 20,000 horse, according to Josephus, came southward to meet the Israelites, and Joshua hasted to meet him. This second general battle as good as completed the conquest of Canaan. The ill directed hosts were soon thrown into disorder, and probably destroyed one another. The Israelites fought under the assurance of victory, and the allies in utter despair.

Joshua 11:6. Burn their chariots with fire. Evander, in Virgil, is made to say that under the very walls of Prænste, I mowed down the ranks, and set fire to heaps of shields.

—— Cùm primam aciem Præneste sub ipsâ Stravi, scutorumque incendi victor acervos. ÆN. 8:561.
Joshua 11:9. He houghed their horses; cut the hamstrings that they might not escape.

Joshua 11:21. Joshua cut off the Anakims; men from eight to more than nine feet in stature. See Genesis 6:4.

REFLECTIONS.
The first object which strikes us here is, that God sent on all the hardened kings a spirit of infatuation, for instead of seeking means, like Gibeon, to save their lives, or to humble themselves by fasting and prayer, they leagued for their own destruction. It is even now the same with men who have long resisted grace, and completely hardened their own hearts by a vast course of crimes. Their whole conversation and deportment afford sad indications of their being abandoned by grace.

God, before the general battle, encouraged and instructed Joshua how to fight with the iron chariots of the Canaanites, viz. by cutting the hamstrings of their horses on coming to close contact. So in the hard conflicts we have to sustain with the world, Christ has instructed us to be wise as serpents, and bold as lions: and by bidding us, as Joshua, not to be afraid, he gives us the pledge of victory.—Encouraged by these promises, the true Hercules proceeded to conquer the whole country from Halak in the south, to the passes of mount Lebanon in the north.

Nor did he stop here; he proceeded, being guided by Caleb, chap. Joshua 15:14, to exterminate the lurking giants, who had occasioned the fears and the unbelief of the Israelites at Kadesh, when the Lord sentenced them to fall in the wilderness. Into all their caves and strongholds he pursued them; and with the arm of God’s avenging power, cut them off. Christian, here, in the valiant Joshua, and the faithful Caleb, is a pattern for you to follow. Oh this unbelief, this fear of man, this distrust of the Lord’s faithfulness and power! You can have no inward rest, no giving to God your whole heart, while these lurking giants are suffered to survive.

How encouraging is the remark, that Caleb’s faith at Kadesh, when he said, “Let us go up at once and possess it, for we are well able to overcome it,” was realized in actual victories. The tall sons of Anakim, who in the eve of unbelief, annihilated the ten spies to grasshoppers, fell beneath the swords of the valiant ones. Oh that we had faith (and we want not fine examples) simply to believe the promises of full salvation; for the Lord will surely take away the heart of stone, and give us a heart of flesh. Then we should quietly enjoy the promised rest. Our will would be lost in the will of God, and we should live in the glorious light of his countenance. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-24
This chapter contains the Hebrew chart of honour, and the faithfulness of God in fulfilling all his promises.

Joshua 12:1. Arnon, the river which drained the vales of Moab. See the Map.

Joshua 12:3. Chinneroth, called Genesareth in the gospels, near to which Joshua fought his great and decisive battle, as in the preseding chapter.

Joshua 12:5. The Geshurites; called in the Septuagint “Gergesenes,” and thought to be the people mentioned in Matthew 8:28.

Joshua 12:7. The valley of Lebanon; in the north, to mount Halak on the borders of Edom; in the south it included a space of about two hundred miles, which was occupied by those allied kings.

Joshua 12:15. Adullam, where was a cave that extended three miles under the hill.

Joshua 12:20. Shimron-meron was the ancient name of Samaria.

Joshua 12:23. The king of the nations of Gilgal. This is not the Gilgal where Joshua circumcised the Israelites: hence the LXX read, “King of Gei of Galilee,” meaning, no doubt, the Galilee so often mentioned in the gospels.—The LXX mention but twenty nine kings, and write their names so differently from the Hebrew, as to embarrass criticism. The fact is, that the ancient as well as the modern nations often had different names for the same place, and each nation followed its own orthography. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-33
Joshua 13:1. Joshua was old; now more than a hundred years of age.

Joshua 13:3. Sihor, Sichor; that is, turbid, the waters being muddy. The map will show the geographical situation of most of the towns to which this chapter refers. The five cities of the Philistines belonged to Israel’s lot, but could not be taken.

Joshua 13:5. The entering into Hamath, through the pass on mount Lebanon, which opened on a new country.

Joshua 13:9. From Aroer, a city of Moab, on the banks of Arnon, which disembogues into the sea of Sodom.

Joshua 13:25. Half the land of the children of Ammon, of which the Amorites had possession, for Moses had forbidden them to meddle with the Ammonites. Deuteronomy 2:37.

REFLECTIONS.
Joshua stayed not his victories till he had conquered an extent of country sufficient for the people. He placed the twelve tribes in the centre of the promised land; around him was a broad belt of heathens and of enemies unsubdued. These were left to try and prove the true generations; meanwhile they prevented the wild beasts from multiplying against the people. The christian church is in like manner surrounded by a host of worldly men, to try and prove both us and our children, whether we will be faithful to God and his covenant; or whether we will suffer ourselves to be carried away with carnal desires of the flesh, and the corruptions of the age. If we contract covenants with them, and bow to their idols of pleasure and licentious opinions, we forfeit the blessings of the covenant, and entail its curses on ourselves and posterity.

Joshua having warred sufficiently, must now enjoy repose from the field, and interpose the weight of his wisdom and power in dividing the conquered land, and in forcing each tribe to march to its lot. He must not allow the covetous heart to rest in any favourite portion accidentally enjoyed in the changes of conquests. Let us learn that the government of interior affairs, whether civil or religious, should be vested chiefly in the hands of venerable magistrates, ministers and elders, that people may obey their wise and salutary counsels and commands; God having graciously given these to be fathers and guardians of the public.

How good was the Lord in giving Joshua rest and quiet in his old age, that, forgetting the severities of vengeance, he might cultivate all the meekness of a heavenly mind, and employ all his leisure in piety and domestic devotion. The mind of an aged man, when divested of business, discovers its natural and moral characteristics in a very conspicuous manner. Whether it be worldly, or vain, or religious, it then simply appears. But it is a most glorious proof of genuine piety when the aged man, settling his affairs, employs his time wholly for God, and for the good of his people. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-15
Joshua 14:12. Give me this mountain, said Caleb; not the city; that was given to the levites with the suburbs, chap. 21.; but the country seat, once occupied by the giants, and all the land. The wicked say that religion will be our ruin; while faith, on the contrary, sees the evil augurs fall on the wicked, and claims in full confidence the promised heritage of the Lord.

Joshua 14:15. Kirjath-arba. The brevity of the Hebrew text occasions a difficulty here. The LXX read τεταπολις, the city of four: the names of countries and towns being also the names of men, the predominant opinion of critics is, that four giants had been buried here; and these being of disgraceful memory, the name was changed to Hebron. See more on Numbers 13.

REFLECTIONS.
Joshua having terminated the toils of war, now entered, as President, on the more pleasing duties of dividing the long promised and now conquered inheritance. This was done by lot; for the elders felt themselves too much interested to submit the choice of residence to any arbitration. And it is very remarkable, that the lot corresponded with the prophecies of Jacob, and of Moses. Zebulun had his dwelling by the haven of ships, and his border extended to Zidon. And when all the difficulties were surmounted which arose from Judah having at first too much, the tribes were satisfied; not a single complaint either was or could be made against the decision. They who received the hard and colder hills went content and grateful to their lot, because they saw it was of the Lord.—Let us in like manner leave ourselves in God’s hands; then our lot in the scale of providence, and our better lot in the heavenly inheritance, will be such as to occasion gratitude and praise to all eternity.

In Caleb’s claim of the promised district possessed by the tall sons of Anak, and adjoining to Hebron, we have a glorious contrast between his faith, and the unbelief of the ten spies. There their unsanctified hearts fainted with fear: and returning, they spread the infidel plague through all the camp of Israel; but there Caleb’s faith was increased by a sight of the giants. Looking solely at the faithfulness and help of God, he saw that the enormous strength of those men would only serve to make the victory more distinguished. So God sware in his wrath that they should not enter into his rest; but he sware, at the same time, that his faithful servant should vanquish those giants, and possess all the smiling district which surrounded their strongholds. God is not as man that he should lie, or the son of man that he should repent. He inflicted the sentence of his oath on the rebels, and the blessing of his oath he confirmed to his faithful servant.

Mark the arguments and the glory of countenance with which Caleb comes forward to claim the promise. The Lord hath kept me alive these five and forty years, while all my contemporaries have died, wandering in the wilderness: and lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old; yet I am strong this day for war, and able to go out, and come in with the army as I was in the day that Moses sent me to search the land. It is the Lord who has preserved my life that I might enjoy the promise. Now therefore give me this mountain; for if so be that the Lord be with me, then I shall drive out the Anakims. So Joshua blessed him, and gave him Hebron and the surrounding district for a possession, even the king’s palace; for the city and gardens were given to the levites. Thus faith made Caleb a prince in Israel, while unbelief caused the name of the wicked to rot. And from the glory of Caleb’s character and case, the christian church may learn, what deference ought to be paid to the promises of God. Let us embrace them with simplicity; let us act upon them with vigour; and risk life and all its blessings in full confidence of the divine declarations. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-63
Joshua 15:1. This then was the lot of Judah. After the arduous toils of war, Joshua entered on an administration of affairs little less difficult than the conquest itself. The country was now rather hastily divided into ten lots, keeping in view the covenant made with those who had already received inheritance on the left bank of the Jordan, and reserving the right to vary the proportion of land to the population of the tribe. The elders proceeded to the important duties of the day in the following manner. The name or number of each district was put into one urn, and the name of each tribe was put into another. The lot was thus cast into the lap, but the disposal thereof was of the Lord. The decision being thus conformable to the people’s choice, Judah was drawn the first, for God designed him to have the preëminence, and the elders gave him towns in proportion to this number. The lot of Joseph was next drawn; but the play of human passions on a subject so interesting as a permanent lot for the whole tribe became so strong, and the difficulties and objections were so great, that Joshua and the elders could not proceed to draw the lots of the remaining tribes, till a more accurate survey had been made of the country, and of the towns. Ah, how restless are the passions of men, and how unwilling is the human heart to trust the Lord with its lot in life!—Those who would wish fully to study this subject may compare the following passages with each other. Joshua 13 : 1 Chronicles 5:24.—Joshua 16:17. 1 Chronicles 7:14; 1 Chronicles 7:30.—Joshua 18:11; Joshua 18:28. 1 Chronicles 7:6; 1 Chronicles 7:13.—Joshua 19:17; Joshua 19:23. 1 Chronicles 7:1; 1 Chronicles 7:6.—Joshua 19:24; Joshua 19:31. 1 Chronicles 7:30; 1 Chronicles 7:40.—Joshua 19:32; Joshua 19:39. 1 Chronicles 7:13.—Joshua 21 : 1 Chronicles 6.

Joshua 15:8. The son of Hinnom. Some write this name “Gehennom,” and “Gehennam,” from the compound גיא gi, a valley; and Hinnon, a name. See on Isaiah 30:33. Matthew 5:22. He is supposed in former times to have been owner of the valley. It was an inviting shady retreat near Jerusalem, where the Israelites set up their idol Moloch, and burnt their children in his arms. 2 Kings 23:10. Jeremiah 7:32. But being polluted with idolatry, it ultimately became a place for the filth and bones of Jerusalem. 

Joshua 15:15. Kirjath-sepher, or book-city; a seat of letters, and so called because of the academy established there, and because the books or records were there preserved.

Joshua 15:16. Achsah my daughter to wife. In these boons of martial heroism, it seems to be allowed that the lady was consulted by her father: yet we have no proof that Saul consulted his daughter in the case of David and Goliath. Othniel, of course, married his first cousin: Joshua 15:17. 1:13.

Joshua 15:19. Give me a blessing; an inheritance, or possession. Caleb, it appears, from the compliance with his daughter’s request, had a very large lot of country. The term field, is here to be understood of a considerable space of land.

REFLECTIONS.
A variety of remarks cannot but strike the mind in this chapter. We see that the God who inspired Jacob and Moses to bless the tribes in all the ecstasy of the prophetic spirit, here disposed of the twelve lots according to his word. This would greatly confirm the faith of the Israelites, and tend to make them happy and contented with their lot. Just so, after the exercise of prudence and industry, if we rely on the care of heaven, our lot, whether it be a cottage or a villa, whether it be that of a servant or master, shall in like manner be happy, and the best that could have happened. And we should be the more reconciled to a humble lot in life, if we consider that the several stations we are now called to fill, are so many preparatory steps to the rest of everlasting joy which waits the good man when the conflicts of life shall be past.

The lot falling out in harmony with prophecy, would not only induce the Israelites to be content with it, but also to preserve the inheritance of their father’s as God’s sacred gift. Hence Naboth chose rather to incur the king’s displeasure, than to change his father’s inheritance for a better. Let us never sacrifice our hopes and our portion in the Lord for the hopes of this world.

The lots so divinely fixed induced the tribes to keep apart; and by so doing, the genealogy to Jesus Christ was kept the more distinct, and the prophecies of his person and kingdom became the more strikingly accomplished. In the faith of Caleb, in the marriage of his daughter, in the courage of Othniel, afterwards judge of Israel, we see fine examples of wisdom and virtue: and we see how the blessings of providence are entailed on the righteous, in their faithful seed unto thousands of generations. Viewing this history of divine goodness, who would not trust under JEHOVAH’S wings, and seek his portion in Israel’s God. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-10
Joshua 16:1. The water of Jericho. These waters being bitter, Elisha obtained by his prayers the power to heal them by a handful of salt. 2 Kings 2:21.

Joshua 16:2. Beth-el to Luz. Luz was the town, Beth-el a place of trees adjoining, where Jacob saw the vision. Genesis 28:19.

Joshua 16:8. The sea, or the salt sea, the Mediterranean: the sea of Sodom was Asphaltic.

Joshua 16:9. Among the inheritance of Manasseh. Ephraim’s possessions indented into the district of Manasseh. To divide possessions was difficult.

REFLECTIONS.
The conduct of Ephraim in this chapter brands his character with everlasting reproach, and furnishes instruction to us. Joseph’s children were almost the only tribe that made complaint concerning the deficiency of their lot, Joshua 17:14; and yet, strange as it may appear, Ephraim made a league with the Canaanites in Gezer, and received their tribute. Hereby he transgressed the law so often repeated, that Israel was to make no covenant with them or their gods. So they remained till the king of Egypt drove them out, and gave the district as a portion to his daughter, on her marriage with Solomon. This is not the worst. Ephraim, long corrupted by those ungodly neighbours, was the first to forsake the true religion, and to worship the calf in Beth-el. Let the christian world receive instruction from this sad case. That man, who, instead of crucifying the flesh, and executing on his sins the required vengeance of God; that man who shall basely make a covenant with his sins, will find them awful to his soul at a future day. The dallying with but one sin, (and the sacred writings abound with examples) may give him in the hour of temptation an awful wound. And what can he expect but Ephraim’s punishment, when he turns coward in the warfare with the flesh, and basely accepts a tribute of pleasure or of profit from his sins. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-18
Joshua 17:14. Why hast thou given me but one lot? Joshua added mount Ephraim: though it was a military country, and though the Canaanites had chariots of iron; yet with the help of Ephraim, they must be driven out. Whereas the Ephraimites made a covenant with them, and took their tribute. Joshua seems to have his greatest difficulties in adjusting the lots of the two half tribes.

REFLECTIONS.
We here find Machir rewarded for his valour, as Caleb had been for his faith. A choice lot in Gilead and Bashan fell to his enjoyment: and if God is not wanting to reward the faith and virtues of men, it is wise in the civil government to reward heroic and virtuous actions. Rewards so conferred elevate the national character, and very much contribute to the safety of the state, by exciting confidence in the government, and emulation among equals.

The complaints which Manasseh here brings, are not founded on the want of land, for God’s lot could not be unfair, but on the mountains being covered with woods, and the plains inhabited by the Canaanites, whom they could not drive out. And why could they not drive them out? Because alas, they had giants, and because they had chariots armed with scythes. Terrors which had affrighted their fathers at Kadesh-barnea. And why, it is farther asked, could they not drive them out? Was it for the want of men? Nay, for this tribe had eighty five thousand able to go forth to war. They had the fine example of Caleb to encourage them, who had expelled the enemy, and destroyed the giants in his lot; they had all the promises in common with Israel. But in vain does God work miracles, in vain does he load a people with privileges, if they do not help themselves by improving his grace.

Did Joshua, the hero of his people, admit the propriety of pleas founded on fear? Quite the contrary: he commanded them to relieve themselves by industry and valour, to clear the woods with the axe, and the plains with the sword. He would allow of no pleas drawn from the giants, and from the chariots of iron. Let us hence learn to supply our temporal wants by the blessing of God crowning our industry, and all our spiritual wants by pleading the promises, and by so fighting against our spiritual foes as not to be afraid of any adversary. Complaints originating in cowardice and sloth will find no redress with God. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-28
Joshua 18:1. Israel assembled together at Shiloh. This city stood on a hill, fifteen miles from Jerusalem and ten from Shechem; and not far north of Beth-el and Ai. Here the ark rested in the centre of Israel.

Joshua 18:2. Seven tribes had as yet no inheritance, because the whole land was not surveyed as to its extent, its districts, and cosmography. The tribes had evidently strong feelings, and it was happy for them that Joshua’s life was spared to consummate his work.

Joshua 18:4. Give—three men for each tribe, to survey the undivided land; for the people having settled in towns, they were very reluctant to remove.

Joshua 18:17. Went forth to En-shemesh; that is, the fountain of the sun. We find also the name of Bethshemesh, the house or temple of the sun. These names of places prove that Sabianism was once the religion of the oriental world; their towns and favourite places were all dedicated to the hosts of heaven. See on Job 1:15. Jeremiah 7:18.

Joshua 18:26. Mizpeh, the central city, at which the elders of Israel were often convened on special occasions.

Joshua 18:28. Jebusi, which is Jerusalem. This is the city of the ancient Melchizedek. It is here included in the lot of Benjamin; but as they could not take it, the Jebusites possessed it till David’s time; so Judah gained it by conquest. Tacitus calls it a celebrated city, strong by nature. Pliny accounts it the most famous city of the east; and Jeremiah designates it as the perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth. Psalms 48:2. Jeremiah 39:3. Lamentations 2:1.

REFLECTIONS.
During the confusion and dissatisfaction which prevailed about the proportion of towns allotted to each tribe, care was taken of religion. The Lord with whom was the sole right to choose the place of his residence, removed the ark of his strength to Shiloh, where his glory abode three hundred and forty nine years, till the wickedness of Eli’s sons caused the place to be abhorred. This situation was happy and central; it was contiguous to Joshua’s lot, and it enabled the officers of state and the ministers of religion to act the more in union for the people’s good. Tokens and marks of God’s special presence are not confined to any particular place or people; for he peculiarly delights to dwell in the humblest heart, and where he is worshipped in spirit and in truth.

The people, dwelling irregularly in the camp and in cities, seemed to have sunk into a state of supineness, and were not solicitous about removing to their lot in the promised inheritance. But Joshua urged them to make an accurate survey of the country, that after the lot was drawn he might give them an exact proportion of soil and of cities. How wise and impartial was this mode of proceeding: how happy are the people at all times who have virtuous rulers to bear with their weaknesses, and care for their wants. Such a governor is God’s best gift to a nation. He is the father of every family, and the friend of every individual.

The lot of Benjamin could not but be very gratifying. It fell out in the centre of his brethren, and near to Bethel, within a mile of which Rachel was buried; it lay in part along the fertile shore of Jordan; it was near the house of God, and defended on every side by powerful tribes. So the words of Moses were accomplished in this lot. “The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by him; the Lord shall cover him all the day long; and he shall dwell between his shoulders.” On a review of all those advantages, Benjamin could surely say, the lines are fallen to me in pleasant places, I have a goodly heritage. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-51
Joshua 19:12. Chisloth-tabor, a town at the foot of mount Tabor; as on Hosea 5:1.

Joshua 19:29. The strong city of Tyre. Hebrews צר sor, or rock. See note on Isaiah 23:1.

Joshua 19:35. The fenced cities—Hammath, a small city, where hot springs rose, and near Rakkath, so as afterwards to become one city. Herod rebuilt Rakkath, and called it Tiberias, in honour of Tiberias Cæsar.—Hazor, Joshua 11:1. This city was situate near the north-east point of the lake of Mezom or Semechon. The Canaanites recovered this city, and grievously oppressed the Israelites for twenty years. Judges 4.

Joshua 19:49. Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua. Joshua sought the people’s good, but left himself and his house without any lot. He coveted no inviting abode: none among the murmurers could murmur against the servant of the Lord. Happy Israel, to have a first magistrate so pure and disinterested. He left his family undistinguished in the fluctuating dust of the present world: he was by grace more than a Cincinnátus.
REFLECTIONS.
The lot of Simeon fell out intermixed with the lot of Judah on its western border. Thus the curse of their father Jacob fell on them for the massacre of the Shechemites. “I will divide them in Jacob, and will scatter them in Israel.” It is a long time before wicked men have done with the consequences of their crimes. God may forgive on repentance; but the effects of sin remain as a sort of immortal brand to awe the world.

Zebulun’s lot turned up on the sea coast; for Jacob had said, “Zebulun shall be a haven of ships.” These districts were included in Galilee, where our Saviour was the most successful in the work of his ministry.

Issachar, strong and peaceful as the ass, had a pleasant rest. His line, reaching from the Jordan to the western sea, included Shunem, where Elisha lodged; Gilboa, where Saul and Jonathan fell; and Jezreel, where Ahab’s palace stood. Judah, Joseph, Benjamin, Reuben, Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, and the most of Levi having received their lot, we cannot but mark the divine hand of providence in causing the sons of Jacob’s lawful wives, to inherit before the sons of the dotal maids. Surely this is an argument that the covenant blessings of heaven give a pointed preference to the children born in honourable marriage.

Asher’s lot was happy in agricultural abundance; but little remarkable is said of him; except that Anna, the prophetess, who entered the temple when our Saviour was presented, was born of this tribe.

Naphtali had the northern lot; his bounds were not exactly fixed; in that view he was “a hind let loose.”

Dan’s lot fell out in Philistia, and he was not able to conquer many of the towns repossessed by the heathen. Therefore part of this lot being wrested from him, and the best part too, 1:34, he sent out after Joshua’s death an armed colony to the north, as far as Leshem, at the foot of mount Lebanon, and called it Dan, after the name of his father. Hence came the phrase, “from Dan to Beersheba,” the one city being in the north, and the other in the south.

Lastly, we are struck with the disinterestedness of Joshua: like Moses, he sought nothing for himself. He amply rewarded Caleb, as the Lord had promised, and he equally rewarded Machir; but he overlooked himself to the last, and accepted a small gift in his own tribe on the side of a hill, whose town was destroyed. This town he was obliged to rebuild, and in great peace and quiet he spent the remains of life, making no higher figure in Israel than any other head of a great family. In this he was the more strikingly a figure of Jesus Christ, who made the people his portion, and Jacob the lot of his inheritance. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-9
Joshua 20:2. Cities of refuge, all of which were inhabited by the levites. See on Numbers 35. Some heathen temples, and after them christian churches, were places of refuge. In the laws of king Ina, who reigned in the west of England, we have a scale of different fines imposed on those Saxon offenders, who took refuge in the churches.

Joshua 20:6. Till the death of the highpriest, who was prince of the sanctuary; and it was usual to liberate prisoners when a new prince ascended the throne. The rabbins by the multitude of their opinions declare, in fact, that they were ignorant of the spiritual import of this law, which all christians refer to the deliverance obtained for sinners by the death of Christ, our eternal Highpriest at the right hand of God.

REFLECTIONS.
The cities of refuge have already been considered, and reflections on their object and design may be found in Numbers 35. But it is here remarked, that they stood on hills. So the sinner will find salvation and deliverance in mount Zion. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-45
Joshua 21:2. Suburbs—for our cattle. The levites sharing the tithe of corn, only needed cattle, which were tithed as well as the corn; but they were either burnt on the altar, or consumed in feasts before the Lord, the worshippers participating. See on Deuteronomy 26:12.—The suburbs contained a square of two thousand cubits. Numbers 35.

Joshua 21:3. At the commandment of the Lord: the forty eight cities were given to the priests and levites out of their inheritance. The care of religion should be the first care of the magistrate, as it is the first care of heaven. The priests needed but small cities, and the fathers of the levites had to urge their claim, for laymen are too often tardy and reluctant in the support of the sanctuary. The distribution of those cities was such as enabled the levite to instruct the people with every local advantage, and to influence their morals by example.

Joshua 21:41. Forty and eight cities. Many of those cities were but small; yet as the average population was not more than five hundred persons to a town, Levi was well provided for.

REFLECTIONS.
We cannot but be struck with the wisdom and goodness of God in selecting the levites for his service, and in scattering them among all the tribes for the purposes of literary and religious instruction. These men, whose sole business it was to devote themselves to the acquisition of knowledge and piety; and enjoying the high advantage of conversing with the strangers who might resort to the sanctuary of God for devotion, they would improve their minds with the literature of the east, and become at least as well qualified as any others of their age for academical and domestic tutors. Hence we see that God would not have his people remain in ignorance. He would have his laws expounded by men qualified to instruct the nation, that others might pay an enlightened homage to their Maker.

From the liberal provision here made for the priests and levites, ministers in particular ought to learn that God would not have them to be idle. The instruction of children, the illumination of the people, and the suppression of vice, should occupy the whole of their life. Men so peculiarly called the servants of God, should in every view imitate Christ their great Highpriest, and walk worthy of their high vocation. An ignorant, an idle, or a wicked minister is a brand to the christian name; and a punishment awaits him in the life to come, correspondent to his crimes on earth.

We see in the lot of the priests, which fell among the three nearest tribes to the sanctuary, Judah, Benjamin, and Simeon, a gracious providence, that they might reside near the place where they would in their courses be so often wanted. Indeed it is all providence: no sooner do we begin to contemplate the ways of God, than grace and astonishment present themselves in every object. What cause has Zion to rejoice in her king. And abiding in his covenant, she shall never be moved.

The Lord not only gave them rest in the land, but so fulfilled his word that there failed not any good thing which the Lord had promised. So it shall be to his people, on reaching the heavenly Canaan. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-34
Joshua 22:10. A great altar to see to. See on Numbers 32. The object of this mount or tumulus was to show that they belonged to the Hebrew nation, and had hope in the Messiah. It was a sudden ebullition of thought, and the army executed the work in a few days. The ancients were accustomed to works of this kind from the earliest traces of society. At Marlborough we have two mounts, raised at different times by an army, for sepulchral honours and memorials of victory. In America there are great mounds, whose history is now lost; these were visited by Count Chateaubriand. So in Sweden also.

Joshua 22:34. Ed; a witness that we are worshippers of the same God, and of the same religion as the Israelites. It is good for families to keep records of the piety of their ancestors.

REFLECTIONS.
The war being now closed, after the various conflicts and toils of seven years, Joshua called the remains of the forty thousand men of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh, and applauded them for their piety, their discipline, and fidelity to the covenant made with Moses. Applauses of this nature proceeding from a prince, and accompanied with correspondent rewards, are among the highest honours attendant on merit. At the same time he delivered a charge, that they should return to their brethren, not as vagabonds and idle wicked men, but to cultivate the habits of social life with a fidelity equal to that with which they had executed the duties of war.

Joshua sent them home very much enriched with the cattle, and spoil of the devoted nations. The rewards of successful warfare made them nearly equals perhaps to those, who had cultivated their lands at home. Joshua here set a fine example to future princes. The soldier blanched in the service, who has won battles, guarded colonies, and endured the extremes of cold and heat, and every hardship by sea and land, ought not to be sent home to beg his bitter bread. The country which is grateful to those only who have friends in courts, and is negligent of humble merit, may alienate the affections of the poor to whom it is indebted for defence. But however forgetful earthly princes may be of their companions in the toils of war, it is not so with Jesus Christ. He crowns the conqueror with glory, and gives him a throne and a kingdom at his right hand: and he says to every one yet remaining in the conflict, I am thy shield and exceeding great reward.

These brethren and companions in war returned from the conquest, with a mind deeply impressed with the hand of God, and a spirit highly national. Hence they built an altar; say rather, a monument to apprize posterity, that they belonged to the Israel of God, who had achieved all these wonders. This pile being the work of an army, it presently raised its proud summit to overlook the plains, and it exhibited a sightly appearance when viewed from the distant hills.

The elders at Shiloh, by its sudden rise, took the alarm, for they supposed it to be a revolt of the Reubenites, and against the altar of JEHOVAH. Hence they instantly assembled in arms to punish the offenders. The people on the left bank of the river were imprudent in not acquainting their brethren with their design, unless they thought, as is highly probable, that no particular notice would be taken of their stupendous work. There was rashness also in the people on the right bank of the river, in not asking the purport of the pile before they assembled in arms. We seldom lose time by stopping a moment for reflection.

The offended party had however the prudence to send a very honourable deputation to their brethren, before they acted in a hostile manner. Phinehas the son of Eleazar, and ten princes of each tribe composed the embassy. Phinehas expostulated with them in a bold tone, for he was a man of great courage. Divested of all fear, he enumerated the consequences of past sins, to deter them from future presumption; arguments in themselves very weighty; but he had neglected to enquire of God before he entered on so serious a mission. Hence we should learn at all times, and especially in religious concerns, not to be led away with the impetuosity of passion.

On the other hand, the defence of the accused brethren is highly impassioned. They twice appeal to JEHOVAH, the God of gods; they simply unfold their design, and the noble motives which animated their conduct; and their eloquence carried conviction to the embassy. Just so, in religious society, when our conduct is suspected, or our motives thought not pure, let us be both ready and willing to give our brethren satisfaction on that head, because they are our brethren; and they ought at all times to be dearer to us than a mere opinion, so we shall become the more attached to one another after explanation; for many actions deemed at first sight reprehensible, are on investigation, like the altar of Reuben, laudable deeds. But though the Israelites on the west were blameable for their haste, they were certainly commendable for their zeal in the support of their national covenant, and the true religion. The God of their fathers was dearer to them than their brethren in the flesh. And had the children of future ages manifested the same zeal against the city, or the family which first introduced an idol, or bowed the knee to Baal, the covenant and glory of Israel would have remained for ever. Let the christian world learn hence never to suffer any apostasy from the form of sound words, handed down to us in the sacred writings. He who shall dare to invalidate the doctrines of truth sealed with the blood of Jesus, and the martyrdom of his apostles, accounts in fact the blood of the covenant an unholy thing, and there remains nothing for him but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and of the fiery indignation of the Lord, which shall devour the adversaries. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-16
Joshua 23:7. Neither make mention of the name of their gods. This prohibition is often repeated, and it involves mythology in difficulties. The LXX had authorities for saying, Joshua 24:33, that the Israelites fell away to worship Astarte and Ashtaroth. Of Astarte we find the following remarks, that she was a goddess of Syria, and one of the four Venuses that espoused Adonis, called also Atergatis, by Elian, and Tertullian in his Apology. She was the Venus or goddess of the Sidonians, to whom Solomon built an altar to please his idolatrous queens.—Ashtaroth is a plural name, equivalent to riches, flocks, &c. He was called the god of the Egyptians. These idols were destroyed by Samuel, 1 Samuel 7:3; but were privately restored by Solomon. Of Baal we have spoken, on Numbers 32:38.

REFLECTIONS.
Joshua, feeling the approaches of death, by the increase of his infirmities; but feeling his soul unimpaired in vigour and fidelity to God, assembled all Israel, to receive his final commands. It is by charges and injunctions of this nature, that virtuous princes live and reign for ever in the heart and memory of all their subjects. He opened the assembly by reciting a summary of the miracles of providence and grace by which God had enabled them to conquer the country. He exhorted them to persevere in the same piety and fortitude, assuring them withal, that God would expel the remaining heathen. As they had not repented on seeing the wonders of the Lord, and feeling his vengeance, their sentence still remained.

Anxious to encourage them in the Lord’s awful work, he joins his testimony to that of Moses, saying that one of them should chase a thousand, because God would fight for them as he had promised.

This success was however on condition of their perseverance in the love of God; on condition of their abstaining from marriages, and from covenant and intercourse with the obdurate and devoted nations; because after those covenants they would be incapable of executing the divine vengeance. God would not fight for them in a state of perjury and lies.

The case is similar with the christian church. If a minister of religion associate with the wicked in their routes and parties, from that moment his mouth is stopped. He can no longer magnify the righteousness of God in the pulpit, and denounce sentence against sinners. The libertines who may occasionally listen to his voice, perceiving the dissonance between his words and works, will harden their hearts against the truth, and declare with a high voice, that he shall never convert them from profligacy to hypocrisy. No man who does not live in the spirit and practice of religion can possibly reprove the wicked with good effect. On the contrary they will be as snares to his feet, enticing him to sin, and as thorns in his sides to reproach him when he goes astray.

Mark also the considerations with which Joshua enforced his exhortation. Behold this day I am going the way of all the earth. And among all the venerable elders who stood before him, not one was so old as he by about thirty years. He had served the Lord with an unspotted piety; and the Lord had fulfilled to him, and to his faithful people every promise of his covenant; and therefore he could exhort them to fidelity, with all the weight of wisdom, and of vast experience. Hence we see that as aged and faithful men have these advantages over the young, they should particularly lay themselves out to encourage early piety, and perseverance in every virtue to the end of life. Nor was Joshua, less than Moses, wanting to add, that a defection from the true religion would not only forfeit all its blessings, but incur all its curses. And who for the sordid love of sin would forfeit all this good, and bring upon himself the insupportable displeasure of Almighty God. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-33
Joshua 24:1. Shechem. Some think this was the Sychar where our Saviour talked with the woman. John 4:5. This place became far famed on account of the renewal of the covenant before Joshua’s death. He had built an altar here more than twenty years before. This town lies about eight miles from Samaria, and is now called Naplosa.

Joshua 24:2. Terah—served other gods. Sabianism maintained that the world was eternal, and inculcated the worship of the planets as gods. The planets were also represented by metals, the sun by gold, the moon by silver, &c. Household gods followed next. It is not doubted but Abraham, for a time, worshipped in the same manner as his fathers. Sabianism had overspread the world; but after God called him he became, as the Jews call him, the pillar of the world.

Joshua 24:14. In Egypt, where they served Osiris, Apis, and Isis, as described, Exodus 32:4.

Joshua 24:27. This stone—hath heard. The prosopopéia is one of the noblest figures of rhetoric. Give ear, oh heavens; and hear, oh earth. Deuteronomy 32:1. Isaiah 1:2. Joshua did all in his power to impress the nation, for he knew the human heart.

Joshua 24:29. A hundred and ten years old. God now evidently began to shorten the life of man. The animal life wears out and hastes to decay, which should prompt us to look for a better world and bury our tears with Joseph’s bones, in hope of the resurrection of the dead.

Joshua 24:33. His son. The Septuagint superadds, “And the children of Israel took the ark, and carried it about with them; and Phinehas was highpriest till he died, and they buried him in his own hill. The children of Israel went to their own homes; and they fell away to the worship of Astarte and Ashtaroth; and the Lord delivered them into the hands of Eglon king of Moab; and he had dominion over them for eighteen years.”—This hill was given to the priest, it is thought, as his wife’s portion. We have deeply to lament the death of Joshua, and of Eleazer, for with their death we find an almost total decay of religion. 

REFLECTIONS.
Joshua having now, like Joseph, attained the age of one hundred and ten years; having seen the Jordan divide, Jericho fall, and the sun and moon stay their course at his command; and having conquered and divided the country, he was desirous once more to see the face of the elders and magistrates before he died. He wished to recite the mercies of the Lord, and to give them a solemn charge, though he had exhorted them to the same effect but awhile ago. What a proof of his piety; what an argument that he was about to expire with a soul filled with grateful recollections of God’s works, and full of immortal hope.

He recited the history of the Hebrew family on a full scale, because it was the history of their glory, and of the last importance to all succeeding generations. He required of them a sincerity in the divine service correspondent to the fidelity with which God had fulfilled all his promises, and to the riches of grace which had constituted them a nation. If his arguments are conclusive, what must be the love, the gratitude and obedience, we owe to Jesus Christ? Surely if we trace our own history, and attempt to estimate the mercies of the Lord displayed to us in our pilgrimage, we shall enter into all the sentiments of this blessed prince and patriarch in Israel?

Joshua, after displaying the history of providence and grace, which had made of a wandering family the greatest and happiest of nations, puts the grand question; the question for which he had convened them before the Lord. “Choose ye this day whom you will serve.” What a contrast he makes between the gods of the heathen, who could do nothing for their votaries, and JEHOVAH who had done all these great and glorious things for them, and for their fathers. Hence we learn, that religion is a reasonable service, and that mankind endowed everywhere under the gospel with the covenant of grace, or initial salvation, are called to choose life that they may live: for life and death, a blessing and a curse, are set before them. God who has condescended to explain and justify his ways to man, demands in return a freewill offering of his heart and life. May the Lord then lay hold of the hand of the lingering sinner, and lead him out of Sodom, that he may escape for his life.

We also see that personal and family godliness is the best way of perpetuating religion in its purity to posterity. “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord:” let all heads of houses follow so divine a pattern. Let them read the holy scriptures, let them talk of the divine precepts in the ears of their children; and then falling down to prayer, let them deprecate the evil of sin, and implore the blessings of the covenant. Then the children so brought up will dread a prayerless house, as the paths of death; and being fully acquainted with the ways of the Lord, they will be armed with the weapons of truth against all the beguiling maxims of the world.

The elders and officers, deeply impressed with all they had just heard from the venerable prince, answered with a protestation against all the false gods, and with a most solemn avowal of the Lord for their God. It is good for a nation to assemble in all places of devotion, and for princes, nobles and magistrates to set the example, in renewing the christian covenant with God. Such should be all our days of fasting and prayer, all our days of thanksgiving, all sacrament occasions; and indeed, every time we bow the knee should be in some respect a renewal of covenant with heaven. By solemn acts of this kind, religion acquires a fresh influence over our hearts, over our children, and over our country.

Joshua wrote all the words of this covenant in a book, and rolled a huge stone under an oak, that all worshippers might read and see the testimonials of their covenants. These in case of apostasy were designed to testify against them. Hence we should learn solemnity and fidelity in all our transactions with God; for he ever lives the witness of his word, and the God of vengeance against all his foes. 

